PRESS RELEASE – For Immediate Release 
 
Leading pesticides campaign calls for action as preliminary study findings show pesticide exposure damages the same brain areas linked to epilepsy, Parkinson’s disease and Alzheimer’s
 
Leading pesticides campaigner, Georgina Downs of UK Pesticides Campaign (www.pesticidescampaign.co.uk) insists the Government must stop ignoring the warnings over the potential role of pesticides in the development of chronic diseases, as yet another study links pesticide exposure to neurological diseases such as Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. 

 

Preliminary results of a project to reduce health risks from pesticide exposure, led by the Energy & Environmental Research Center (EERC) at the University of North Dakota (UND) in the US, verify that exposure to pesticides can induce pathological changes to the nervous system. 

 

The pesticide impact program is a strategic effort between the EERC, the UND School of Medicine and Health Sciences, the College of Nursing, the Psychology Department, and several US state and federal agencies.

 

During the first year of research, laboratory testing on rats demonstrated that the areas of the brain showing change following pesticide exposure are the same areas involved in multiple sclerosis (MS). Results also show pesticide exposure damages the same brain areas linked to epilepsy, Parkinson's disease, and Alzheimer's and that pesticides can also cause severe damage to the gastrointestinal system and cause neurological dysfunction.
 
The EERC team is evaluating how humans are exposed to pesticides so strategies can be developed to reduce health effects for at-risk populations.

 

EERC Director Gerald Groenewold states, "The results of this study are phenomenally relevant to our region and have global implications.”
 
Mr. Groenewold stresses that “one of the most efficient routes that people are exposed to pesticides is through airborne particles, including pesticides carried on tiny bits of pollen.” 
 

He states, "North Dakota is the perfect laboratory to perform this testing as the state's main industry is agriculture. Airborne pesticides are more prevalent in our state relative to other classes of pollutants, which makes their effects easier to detect.”…"Within the next few years, this EERC-led partnership will be able to provide objective answers to globally critical questions related to the potential relationship between pesticides and the incidence of neurological diseases.”
 

Patrick Carr, Associate Professor, Anatomy and Cell Biology, UND School of Medicine and Health Sciences and one of the researchers of the study said there is clear evidence pesticide exposure at relatively low doses affect brain cells. 

 
Georgina Downs of UK Pesticides Campaign (www.pesticidescampaign.co.uk) the leading campaign highlighting the adverse health and environmental effects of pesticides, particularly for people in rural areas states, “The preliminary findings of this new research is of great concern, especially to babies and children who are particularly vulnerable to the effects of pesticide exposure because their bodies cannot efficiently detoxify and eliminate chemicals, as their organs are still growing and developing. The UK Pesticides Campaign has been highlighting for years the significance of exposure to airborne pesticides, particularly from the 31,000 tonnes of pesticides sprayed on UK farmland every year. There has never been an adequate exposure assessment in the UK or the EU for the long-term exposure of people who live near regularly sprayed fields, as it currently does not include exposure to pesticide particles and vapours after application, exposure to pesticides carried on pollen or dust (such as dust produced from harvesting), exposure to pesticide mixtures and the long-range transportation of pesticides in the air. Therefore there is no way that anyone can say crop-spraying activities are safe and do not pose any health risks.”
 
Yet as Ms. Downs points out this is exactly what the UK Government did last month in it’s response to the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution’s (RCEP) report entitled “Crop Spraying and the Health of Residents and Bystanders,” as the Government rejected many of the RCEP’s criticisms of the inadequacy of the existing policy; refused to acknowledge the health risks of pesticides and dismissed any link with chronic ill-health conditions reported in rural areas such as Parkinson’s, epilepsy, MS, cancers, birth defects, amongst others.

 

This is in stark contrast to the statement recently made by the European Commission on 12th July 2006 in relation to the new EU Thematic Strategy on pesticides, which acknowledged that, “Long term exposure to pesticides can lead to serious disturbances to the immune system, sexual disorders, cancers, sterility, birth defects, damage to the nervous system and genetic damage.” 
 
Ms. Downs says, “It is clear from the UK Government’s continued assertions of pesticide safety that all the warnings that have been given, for decades, in many international peer-reviewed scientific studies regarding the links between pesticides and chronic diseases, have not been taken seriously. Successive Governments have continued to deny the existing evidence in favour of protecting industry interests over and above protecting public health. This simply cannot continue and the Government has to get its priorities right. The public must be protected from avoidable and unnecessary exposures and risks to their health, especially in relation to babies, children and other vulnerable groups. The only way to protect public health and prevent any illnesses that could be associated with pesticides, both now and for future generations, is to avoid exposure altogether through the widespread adoption of truly sustainable non-chemical and natural methods, as an alternative to chemical pest control.”
 

NB. Ms. Downs met with Lord Rooker, the DEFRA Minister responsible for pesticides last week to discuss the Government’s response to the RCEP report.

 
Notes to Editors:-
 

· For more information on the EERC led study see www.undeerc.org or contact: Gerald Groenewold, EERC Director, on 001 (701) 777-5131 or email ghg@undeerc.org or Derek Walters, EERC Communications Manager, on 001 (701) 777-5113 or email dwalters@undeerc.org (NB. They are available to contact from 2pm onwards UK time (8am North Dakota, US time) with answerphone beforehand)
· The Government’s response to the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution’s report can be found at:- www.defra.gov.uk
· The Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution’s report entitled “Crop Spraying and the Health of Residents and Bystanders” is available at:- http://www.rcep.org.uk/cropspraying.htm  
· For the Q&A relating to the EU Thematic Strategy on pesticides see:-http://europa.eu.int/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/06/278&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 
· Ms. Downs has an article published in the August 06 edition of Positive Health Magazine entitled “The Health Risks of Pesticides” see http://www.positivehealth.com 
· Georgina Downs runs the UK Pesticides Campaign to highlight the adverse health and environmental effects of pesticides. It is the only campaign that solely represents the interests of rural residents and communities and the public in general. Ms. Downs has lived next to regularly sprayed fields for 22 years. She was the first to identify serious fundamental flaws regarding the “bystander risk assessment” and for the last 5 years has presented a case to the Government for a change in the regulations and legislation governing crop spraying. She has called for an immediate ban on crop-spraying and the use of pesticides near to people's homes, schools, workplaces and any other places of human habitation and for direct public access to the information on the chemicals sprayed on crops. Ms. Downs has produced 2 videos "Pesticide Exposures for People in Agricultural Areas – Part 1 Pesticides in the Air; Part 2 The Hidden Costs" to illustrate chemical exposure and the effects on people in rural areas
· Ms. Downs has a database of approximately 900 people, compiled since early 2001. The acute ill-health effects that are commonly reported to Ms. Downs by people in agricultural areas include sore throats, burning eyes, nose, skin, blisters, headaches, dizziness, nausea, flu-type illnesses, amongst other things. The most common chronic long-term illnesses and diseases reported include clusters of various cancers, leukaemia, non-Hodgkins lymphoma, neurological conditions, including Parkinson’s disease and ME, asthma, allergies, along with many other medical conditions. (NB. Under the existing regulatory system there is no monitoring or collection of data on chronic effects, so the full extent of ill-health related to pesticides is currently not known) 
· Georgina Downs won the prestigious Andrew Lees Memorial Award at the 2006 British Environment and Media Awards (BEMAs), on Wednesday 22nd March 2006 www.bemas.org.uk 
· Ms. Downs was also a nominee for Campaigner of the Year in the Observer Ethical Awards 2006. For further information see:- http://observer.guardian.co.uk/competitions/page/0,,-724,00.html 
Contact: Georgina Downs 
UK Pesticides Campaign
Telephone: 01243 773846 
Mobile: 07906 898 915 
Email: georgedowns29@yahoo.co.uk  
Website – www.pesticidescampaign.co.uk
 
 

 

